




INTRODUCTION

The Bristol Bay area includes all coastal waters and inland waters east of a line from Cape Newenham
to Cape Menshikof (Figure 1) and is the largest sockeye-producing region in the world. It also produces
substantial returns of other saJrnon species as well as herring. The Togiak herring fishery is the State's
largest sac roe fishery.

Bristol Bay is divided into five fishing districts: Togiak, Nushagak, NakneklK.vichak, Egegik and
Ugashik Districts. Associated with these districts are nine major rivers: Togiak, Igushik, Wood,
Nushagak, Kvichak, Branch, Naknek, Egegik, and Ugashik Rivers (Figure 1). Several districts are
divided into sections. Sections provide more management flexibility in controlling exploitation of
individual stocks when more than one river system contributes to the district's return. The districts and
sections are confined to areas near the river mouths in order to minimize interceptions of saJrnon destined
for other areas. Fishing schedules are not the same for all districts and fishing times are established by
regulation and emergency order (E.O.).

In the last 20 years (1974-1993), Bristol Bay commercial saJrnon harvests have averaged 20.2 million
sockeye saJrnon, 109,000 chinook salmon, 1.2 million chum salmon, 1.7 million pink saJrnon (during
even-numbered years), and 197,000 coho saJrnon. Since the last Board of Fisheries Bristol Bay meeting
in January of 1992, the annual sockeye saJrnon inshore returns and harvests have been well above
average (Tables 1,2, and 3). The largest sockeye harvest on record of40.5 million occurred in 1993.

Subsistence catches for the past 20 years have averaged approximately 173,000 salmon per year. In
1994, preliminary data indicates that approximately 149,000 salmon have been harvested by subsistence
fishers. About 80% of the subsistence catch are sockeye salmon. Sport fisheries target on chinook and
coho salmon, but pink, sockeye, and chum saJrnon are also taken.

The management objective for all districts in Bristol Bay is to achieve escapement goals for major
salmon species while providing opportunities to harvest surplus fish.

1994 COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHERY

In 1994, the Bristol Bay commercial salmon fishery produced a cumulative harvest of 36.5 million fish
(Table 4), worth approximately $140,400,000 to the 1,020 set gillnet and 1,887 drift gillnet pennit
holders. This was the seventh highest exvessel value in the history ofthe fishery, and the twelfth year in
a row that the value ofthe Bristol Bay commercial salmon fishery has exceeded $100,000,000.

The 1994 sockeye salmon harvest of 35.3 million was the third highest on record and accounted for 97%
of the total salmon harvest in Bristol Bay. The NaknekIK.vichak District was the top producer with a
harvest of approximately 16.3 million sockeye salmon (Table 4). Sockeye salmon escapement goals
were met or exceeded in all river systems except in the Naknek and Nushagak, where the final
escapements were 1% and 8% below their point goals, respectively (Table 5).

The chinook salmon return was above average in 1994. The commercial harvest of 140,000 fish was the
six1:h highest in the past 20 years (Table 6), and 29% above the recent 20-year average of 109,000. All






































